
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
   

2024 ATU SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  

IN MEMORY OF JAMES LA SALA 
SPONSORED BY THE ATU INTERNATIONAL OFFICE, SILVER SPRING, MD 

 
THIS YEAR’S SCHOLARSHIPS ARE IN REMEMBRANCE OF FORMER 
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT EMERITUS JAMES LA SALA, WHO PASSED AWAY 
ON OCTOBER 8, 2022.  
 
LA SALA BEGAN HIS CAREER IN THE TRANSIT INDUSTRY AS A BUS OPERATOR 
FOR THE PUBLIC SERVICE COORDINATED TRANSPORT OF NEW JERSEY IN 
1946, WHERE HE JOINED LOCAL 824-NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ, AND WAS ELECTED 
SHOP STEWARD. HE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ELECTED VICE PRESIDENT, 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND THEN, IN 1962 PRESIDENT/BUSINESS AGENT OF 
THE LOCAL. 
 
“JIM LA SALA WAS A LEGEND IN THE ATU. UNDER HIS LEADERSHIP, HE 
INITIATED AND REVIVED PROGRAMS AT THE INTERNATIONAL THAT HELPED 
OUR UNION NAVIGATE SOME OF THE MOST TUMULTUOUS YEARS OF ITS 
HISTORY, INCLUDING OUR GREYHOUND STRIKE,” SAID ATU INTERNATIONAL 
PRESIDENT JOHN COSTA. “JIM WAS A FEARLESS AND RESPECTED LEADER 
WHO BUILT THE ATU INTO A POWERFUL UNION. HE EMBODIED THE ATU AND 
EVEN RECENTLY ATTENDED OUR 60TH INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN LAS 
VEGAS. DURING HIS TENURE, LA SALA EXPANDED ATU EDUCATION 
INITIATIVES, BROADENED ATU LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMS, REVAMPED ATU 
ORGANIZING, AND REVIVED THE ATU-COPE PROGRAM. 
 
IN 1968 LA SALA JOINED THE INTERNATIONAL STAFF AS AN INTERNATIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE. HE WAS FIRST ELECTED INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT 
IN 1969 AND WAS ELECTED INTERNATIONAL EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT AT 
THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN 1981. WHEN INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT 
JOHN ROWLAND RETIRED IN 1985, HE RECOMMENDED TO THE GENERAL 
EXECUTIVE BOARD THAT LA SALA BECOME THE INTERNATIONAL PREISDENT 
AND THEY ELECTED HIM. HE WAS FORMALLY ELECTED INTERNATIONAL 
PRESIDENT AT THE 1986 CONVENTION AND WAS RE-ELECTED EVERY THREE 
YEARS UNTIL HIS RETIREMENT IN 2003. 
 
WE HOPE THE RECIPIENTS OF THIS YEAR’S SCHOLARSHIPS NAMED IN HIS 
HONOR, WILL USE THEM IN PART TO STUDY UNION AND COMMUNITY 
ORGAINIZING, AND GROW TO FIGHT INJUSTICES EVERYWHERE.  
 
THIS YEAR, THE PROGRAM WILL CONSIST OF FIVE SCHOLARSHIPS IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $8,000.00 IN ADDITION, A $2,000.00 SCHOLARSHIP MAY BE 
AWARDED TO A TECHNICAL OR VOCATIONAL SCHOOL APPLICANT.  
 

 
ATTACHED IS THE OFFICIAL APPLICATION FORM AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

POTENTIAL APPLICANTS.  THIS INFORMATION IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT 
https://wemovetoronto.ca/about/scholarships/ 

 
FOR QUESTIONS OR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT  

THE ATU INTERNATIONAL, DIRECTLY,  
AS PER THE REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES. 

 
  
January 19, 2024 
MM:mp 
 

Attachments 

WEB SITE: wemovetoronto.ca 

https://wemovetoronto.ca/about/scholarships/

